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friendly terms with Abdul Rahman. We should have no faith 
in the Afghans ; they are a most selfish people. 


GENERAL ADMINISTRATION. | 


‘The Saas (the Bengali paper of Allahabad) of the 28rd 
1 November states that some Joint 
— on junior Civilians Magistrates and Assistant Magistrates 
in Bengal have lately been invested 

with the powers of Munsifs by the Bengal Government. It 
was expected that in future the natives would be more 
largely admitted to the higher ranks of the public service, 
but now. it appears that the public service is going to be 
gradually closed against them. The Hindu Patriot sas that 
the educated Bengali Munsifs have generally an independent 
turn of mind. They look upon the rulers and the ruled with 


an eye of equality and impartially administer jnstifp.:) The 


exempted Europeans from the jurisdiction of Native Ma- 


gistrates. The eivil suite between Europeans and natives and 


between the Government and natives are at present decided 
by the native Munsifs. The Munsifs have sometimes, in 
accordance with the merits of cases, to give decrees to natives 
against Europeans or the Government. The Government 
does not like this. Aooordingly it has invested junior Civi- - 


lians with ciyil powers, It appears that in future all cfvil 
suits in which Europeans or the Government will be con- 
cerned will be decided by Oivilian Monsifs, Our 6 


rary’s arguments do not appear to be altogether vf i mded. 
But it should be observed that no foreign Government wou 


approve of such display of freedom on the part fa a bie 
people; ‘True the law in Indis dee not exprossly. peng 


any distinction of creed or os but it in intended. that : 
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opinion, . made some progress in 


Bengalis will continue to suffer for their of freed 4 
until the Europeans become more ‘liberal-minded. The bes» | = 
towal of civil powers on junior Civilians also appeart to has 4 
a good object in view. This new { 

opportanity of civil work, and therefore they will be 


better able to perform 


Judges when they come to be rae 
Tube same paper says:—We have learnt with great plea | : 
we. sure from a trustworthy source that 

Distiotend Gomes tg, Sir George Couper, Bart., ta took otic q 

. ol the article that appeared in the — 

Séhas about the quarrel between Mr. Dutboĩt nd andit 

Ajudhya Nath, and asked the ormer why } beh. . 

such an improper way towards the latter. We do not know a 

what reply Mr. | Duthoit gare to Sir George i n 01 1 but k ! 2 4 


has lately begun to see native gentlemen who 
He says that he did not see any man when 
the High Court because of pressure of work, 
the best traits in the character of English 


amenable to publ 0 opinion. A 60 as the 

high European officer is d : wn to any ‘defect in bis 
o at once endeavours to 8 rid of it. It is a 
reat satisfaction that ! 


is conduct and ma 
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contributed by him to the London Nimes and ‘other Baglish 

papers clearly show his knowledge and experience. There is 
no doubt: that his admission to the House of Commons would 
be greatly conducive to the welfare of India. The Govern- 
ment ahould now concede to India the privilege of representa- — 
tion in Parliament. Some persons protest against this on 
the ground that natives are not yet intellectually qualified to 
sit in Parliament ; but they are mistaken. Look at the late 
Babu Rama Prasad (sic), the late Pandit Shambhu Nath, and 
the late Babu Dwarka Nath, who were all Judges of the Cal- 
cutta High Court. Their decisions still bear ample testimony 
to their ability. Among the living the writer could mention 
several men, such as Raja Rampal Singh, the Hon’ble Saiyid 
Ahmad Khan, Mr. Mahmud, Barrister-at-law, Babu Madan 
Mohan Ghose, Barrister-at-law (obviously the writer means 


Babu Lal Mohan Ghose), bo, who would make en members 
of Parliament. che 


The Akhbdr-i- Am (Lahore) of the 19th November (received 
‘The Viceroy’s speech at on the 24th idem) states :—A long 
Delhi. experience has taught us that we should 
not believe the public speeches of the Viceroys. But we are 
not disposed to readily place the name of Lord Ripon in the 
category of those Vioeroys, who have taught us the above pain- 
ful lesson, for tworeasons:— First, he belongs to a Government 
whose principles are just the opposite of those of the late 
Government ; secondly, he is not a cunning speaker like his 
great predecessor, Lord Lytton, who wickedly so framed his 
sentences that his hearers were always in doubt as to what 
he really meant. Taking these things into consideration, we 
are induced to regard the speech delivered by Lord Ripon at 
Delhi, in reply to the address of the municipal committee, as 
very encouraging one. In that speech heemphati all y dec lared 
his intention to develope self-government in India. There 
was one sentence in the speech which makes us, the Panjabis, — 
very anxious. The sentence we refer to runs as follows:— — 
= ne W well aware that such a work an t 
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of self-government in a country like this must necessarily be 
a gradual work; that it must be carried out in one way in one 
part of this great peninsula and in another way in another 
that one portion of the country may be more fit for the wide 
application of the principles of self-government than another,” 
40. We hope that Lord Ripon was not prompted in expressing 
these sentiments by that false impression which Lord Lytton’s 
speeches about the Panjab University have produced in the 
minds of Englishmen. He said that, education should not be 
given in every part of India through the medium of English, 
and that English education was by no means suited to the. 
Panjabis, because when it has made even the weak and timid 
Bengalis inpertinent, it would make the manly and brave Pan- 
jabis still more so, The Secretary of State has been deceived 
hy this argument of Lord Lytton’s aud has approved of the 
scheme of the raising of the Panjab. Univernity to the full 
status of a University. If Lord Ripon, contrary to the 
expectations of the Panjabis, bestows full powers d on that Uni- 
versity, they will be obliged to think that he also acquiesces 
in the opinion of his predecessor in othe question o 
their eduoation, and they will be convinced that they are not 
destined to profit by Engl igh education and those other bless 
ings to which he referred in his late Delhi sp pe 
declared in that speech that the principle of local s 
ment would be extended to those provinces that were fit for 
it. Surely the Panjab will never be considered fit for, it, 
because its inhabitants have been declared to be 5 
ous than those ol . other 1 and 
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should make themselves acquainted with thé condition of thé 
people or inspect the offices of the subordinate officers? “As 
regards the condition of the people, no officer on tour takes the 
least trouble to enquire into their grievances. On the con- 
trary the tabsildar and his assistants, as well as the people, are 
exposed to a great deal of. inconvenience and loss in provid- 
ing supplies for his camp. He goes to his office tent from 
his private tent with an ‘angry look at 11 or 12 A. II., and 
begins to do his office work. Looking at his angry mood, 
few persons ¢an have the courage to approach him. Every 
officer generally declares that if any person has any grievance, 
he should submit a petition to him, and that it will receive dué 
consideration at his hands. But it should be observed: that 
some persons may have grievaness about which they may not 
think it wise to make written complaints. Moreover, some 
persons may not be able to afford to pay eight annas on account 
of the court-fee. If any person summons up all his courage, 
enters the officer’s tent and tells him what grievance he has, he 
gives him an answer in such a threatening tone that he is 
quite frightened. The European officers do not fear God, 
but they do not act even in accordance with law. They 
should pity poor natives and not be annecessarily: angry with 
them. So much for euquiries into the condition of the peopl 
If the European officers make tours in order to see whether 
the subordinate officers in the interior are doing tbeit work 
properly or not, it is not necessary that so much trouble and 
expense should be incurred for this purpose. When any officer 
wishes to see any place, he should himself gothere. It is not 
neoessary that he should take his office establishment with bim. 
The Government has to pay travelling expenses to the officers. 

and their office establishment. The winter tours of the off- 
cers, as at present conducted, involve a large expenditure | 

to the Government and put the people to a great deal ol Bi. 
inconvenience, but no commensurate good acorues, fr om 
them. Whenever there is a cry. for . ** P 90 * char 
r shocks ae ot the 
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Government pat s stop to these tours or abolish the commis | 
sionerships..in the North-Western. Provinces? Either af 
these measures would effect a large saving. ial 


The Mihir-i-Nimroz (Bijnonr) of the 22nd November Circulation, 
The establishment of States that it is a general complaint 
panchayats. swith the people that justice is not 
done at the courts of European officers, The inability of 
European officers to do justice is evidently due to the fact 
that they have no private knowledge of the suits which t 
have to decide, They have to depend entirely on the state- 
ments of witnesses called. by the suitors and on documentary 
evidence if any, and it is notorious that witnesses are tutored : 
by vakils and mukhtars. In our opinion it would be a got : 
thing if panchayats were established. The panchayats should 
not at first be empowered to decide suits, but in all cases : 
preliminary enquiries should be made through ‘local ‘pan- 1 
chayats. The reports of local panchayats woul rly explain 
the real state of things in every dase and would great 
assist the court in deciding it. Moreover, the establishment 
of panchayats would lead to à reduction in en : ‘Beck 1s 
in that case no person would have the courage to mak 
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morally situated within three or four miles of every village. 
If the chaukidars of every village fetched the letters by torn 
from the post-office every day and the letters were distributed 
through the village zamindar, no delay would take place. 
LOCAL A ND MISCELLANEOUS. 


The Indian Pinch (Lucknow) of the 23rd N ovember pub- 
The alleged corel Tishes a picture in which some Euro- 


‘of some e officer at peans are represented as standing 
Benares. | 


near the door of a court at Benares 
with their petitions in their hands. A European sentry 


stands at the door of the court with his right arm stretched 
out, asking them as it were to wait. The letter- press i is :—If 


the high officer is so careless, all Her Majesty’s subjects will 
be ruined. 


The same paper publishes another long communicated 

| article, in which the writer complains 
FFF the Oslleioe of Benares has 
appointed an outsider in the place of the late record-keeper 
of his office, who died in September last, and not the son of 
the deceased. When the son of the deceased submitted a 
petition to the Collector praying that he might be appointed 
in his father’s place, the Collector sent for him, and as soon 


as he saw him he told him that he was not fit for the post. 


He is 21 years old, well acquainted with Persian and Arabic, 
has passed the 8 Examinations of the Calcutta and 


Panjab Universities, and is still prosecuting his studie at the 
College. 


A correspondent of the Mikir-i-Nimros of the | ni No- 
vember, writing from Lucknow, sta 
of the police at 1 that a theft was lately committed 


8 the house of a person at A ig is 
Lucknow. The police asked him what men he suspected t 


men and women on whom his suspicions 1 The 
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have committed the theft, He told them dhe names of some 


in the case of a woman who was pregnant. Oomp 
the misconduct of the police are very frequent. II 
been appointed to guard the lives and property of the 
but they really oppress them. A wolf has been appoin 
guard a flock of sheep. ae | | 
(The Oudh Punch, Lucknow, and the Tuti 
Meerut, have for some time past been publishing an 
as a supplement, in which they have been abusing each 
in Billingsgate. The editors of the ‘Anjuman-i- Pan 
the Akhbar-i-Am of Lahore, who do not agree in 
to the educational policy of the Panjab University, 
abusing each other.) 
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